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both 32-gun frigates, was fought off the American coast in the
presence of a crowd of citizens of the United States upon the
beach, and ended, the English captain being killed, in both
ships retiring to refit. The capture of the Reunion, a 32-gun
frigate, Captain Denian, by HM.S. Crescent, a 3G-gun fiigate,
commanded by Captain Saumarez, afterwards Admiral Lord de
Sauinarez., in sight of Cherbourg, deserves record not so much
on account of the action, but because the Reunion had com-
mitted the greatest ravages among the English merchantmen
in the Channel, and its capture was hailed with national
rejoicings The last encounter of 1793 worth mentioning was
that between HM.S TJiames, 32 guns, Captain James Cotes,
and the Uranie, a 40-gun frigate, commanded by Captain Jean
Fran$ois Tartu, a gunner in the old royal navy, who had re-
entered the service as a captain on the outbreak of war, and
an advanced republican, who had been elected first deputy
suppleant to the Convention by the department of the Loire-
Inferieure. The fight was one of the most severe on record;
Captain Tartu was killed, both ships drew off crippled, and
H,M S. Thames surrendered to the Carmagnole a few days
lati&r without being able to make further resistance. It will
be Iseen from this rapid summary that the French frigates
maqe no contemptible stand against their opponents; men,
like I Mullon and Tartu, suddenly promoted from the ranks,
shpfwed themselves gallant and skilful captains, and the stric-
trtires of Morard de Galle on the French sailors of 1793 must be
modified with regard to the French frigates. Indeed the
probability is that all the best sailors in France served on
board frigates and privateers, and that the temptation of prize-
in oney, which the sailors on board of the ships of the line
could hardly hope to obtain,, had attracted the bravest and
most experienced men away from the regular fleets, and left only
the lazy and discontented mutineers. The encouragement of
privateers was one of the most marked points of the naval policy
of the Convention. Letters of marque were issued at the
outbreak of the war, and the appointment of an old privateer
captain, Dalbarade, to be Minister of Marine, in the place of
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